
  
    

 
     

 
 

Policies to Permits: 
Applying State SLR Guidance – Part 2 

Erik Buehmann 
Chief of Federal Consistency and Permits 

January 3, 2018 
1 



 

State Guidance 
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Climate Change Policies

Public Access Policies:
• Public Access “permanently guaranteed”

• Design public access to avoid impacts to flooding

• Public access must be viable in the event of future sea level 
rise and flooding

Climate Change Policies:
• Larger shoreline projects require a Risk Assessment

• IF risk to public safety, THEN Resilient to mid-century of sea 
level rise projections

• IF project life beyond mid-century, THEN Adaptation Plan
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Treasure Island (Permitted 2016)

Phase 1 Resiliency
36 inches SLR+100-year storm

Phases 2-4 Resiliency
16 inches SLR+100-year storm*

Ongoing Reporting
5-year Flood Monitoring & 
Adaptation Planning* 
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Jack London Square 
Hotel Site F3
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Hill 
Slough
24” SLR
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Public Access for Existing Permits
*Very Rough Approximation 
= 377 Miles

Existing 
Public Access
& Potential Impacts 
from Flooding
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A L A M E D A  C O U N T Y

C O N T R A  C O S T A  C O U N T Y

M A R I N  C O U N T Y

N A P A  C O U N T Y

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  C O U N T Y

S A N  M A T E O  C O U N T Y

S A N T A  C L A R A  C O U N T Y

S O L A N O  C O U N T Y

S O N O M A  C O U N T Y

MILES PUBLIC ACCESS FLOODED WITH +108 INCHES SLR

Public Access Miles Flooding Public Access Miles Not Flooding

100-year Storm at +66”SLR Water Level 
Medium-High Risk Aversion @ 2100

(331 miles) 9
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1. Consequences of Impact
2. Adaptive Capacity
3. Who/What Affected?
4. Economic Impact

RISK AVERSION



• Emissions: Are low emissions scenarios worth 
considering?

• Risk Aversion: Low, Medium-High, H++.

• How do we determine risk to public access?

• How should risk be considered for restoration?

• Should the amount of space available to adapt be 
considered in risk aversion?

• H++ projects on the horizon – when to apply this 
risk category?

• Next Steps: Maintenance of public access and finance 
conditions in permits. 11
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